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Attitudes of Jordanian University Students Toward the Image of
Women in Advertisements as Reflected in Arab Satellite Channels (A
Survey Study)
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Jadara University, Irbid — Jordan

Abstract

Women are frequently utilized in various types of advertisements
broadcast on Arab satellite channels, with the ultimate goal of increasing
consumer purchasing behavior among the targeted audience.

Accordingly, this study aimed to explore the nature of advertisements
portraying women that receive the highest viewership in terms of
preferred advertisements, reasons for viewing, motivations, the success of
these advertisements among the study sample, the characteristics of the
image of women presented in advertisements, the roles of women in these
advertisements, and the assessment of the attitudes of the study sample
toward the image of women as reflected in advertisements on Arab
satellite channels.
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The study adopted the Agenda-Setting Theory as its theoretical framework
and employed the survey method, one of the most commonly used
research approaches in media studies, within the descriptive research
framework. A questionnaire was used as the primary data collection tool,
supplemented by direct interviews for filling in the data.

The study found that television channels are the most frequently used
medium for following advertisements compared to other media and
communication outlets.

The most followed types of advertisements were medical products,
clothing and fashion, technological devices, and herbal remedies. The
results also indicated that the most preferred advertisements on Arab
satellite channels are those featuring women.

Among the primary reasons for viewing these advertisements were the
presence of women, the novelty of the advertised product, and its
affordability. The factors contributing most to the success of an
advertisement included the woman’s beauty, elegance, ability to attract
attention, emotional appeal, and her ability to engage viewers on a human
level. Female artists and actresses were the most frequently appearing
figures in television advertisements.

The study yielded several additional findings as well.

Keywords: Attitudes — University Students — Image of Women —
Television Advertisements.
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