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Abstract

Media practice is undergoing profound change as automated media driven
by artificial intelligence and algorithms enters content production,
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distribution, personalization, and recommendation. By analyzing usage data,
these systems predict user interests and curate content accordingly,
becoming influential agents that determine what is shown or suppressed,
structure information flow, and sustain a permanent attention economy. Such
mechanisms risk narrowing informational and cultural diversity, reinforcing
selective narratives through filter bubbles and echo chambers. This article
examines the algorithmic engineering of audiences through a critical
algorithm-studies lens, engaging Pariser's "filter bubble" and van Dijck's
platform critique, while rejecting strict determinism: algorithms and users
exist in an asymmetrical, negotiated relationship, with algorithmic power
strongest where critical awareness is absent. Generation Alpha—having
matured entirely within digital environments—serves as the paradigmatic
case for this analysis, underscoring the need for educational and institutional
efforts fostering algorithmic awareness and a governance-oriented "reverse
engineering” that balances algorithmic exposure with social and cultural
realities.

Keywords: automated media; artificial intelligence; algorithms; audience
engineering; attention economy; algorithmic personalization; Generation
Alpha
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