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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the most prominent humanitarian
issues in contemporary Yemeni fine art by analyzing their visual and
symbolic connotations. The study relied on the descriptive-analytical
approach and the semiotic approach. The study population consists of
a number of fine art pieces produced by contemporary Yemeni artists,
whose themes and contents centered around humanitarian issues. The
study covers the time period during which Yemen witnessed a
remarkable emergence of humanitarian issues, starting from 2011—
the year that marked the major escalation of conflicts in Yemen—until
2025.

The most prominent results were:
1. Contemporary Yemeni fine art focused on embodying human
conflict and condemning injustice and wars, in addition to
monitoring urgent societal 1issues such as poverty,
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marginalization, malnutrition, violence, and the loss of
childhood.

2. Color and formal elements integrate to produce pivotal
connotations that enhance the humanitarian meaning, as
symbols transform from a mere monitoring of a painful event
into a system signifying death and the cruelty of war.

Keywords: Humanitarian Issues - Fine Art - Contemporary Yemeni
Fine Art - Semiotic Study
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