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Digital Gatekeepers: Challenges of Information Verification
(Deepfake) in Libyan Journalism in Light of Artificial Intelligence
Technologies

Tahani Miftah Al-Qamati- Faculty of Arts and Media, Misrata University

Tahani.Miftah.alg@gmail.com

:Abstract

This study examines the challenges facing Libyan journalists in
verifying information amid the growing use of Al-driven deepfake
technologies and their impact on the credibility of digital media. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on an online
questionnaire administered to a purposive sample of 100 journalists
working in media institutions in Misrata.

The findings indicate that journalists possess a moderate level of
knowledge regarding deepfake technologies, despite a clear awareness
of the widespread presence of manipulated content in the Libyan
media environment. The results also reveal a noticeable gap between
journalists’ awareness of the risks of deepfakes and their actual ability
to effectively identify and verify such content, particularly given the
limited use of Al-based verification tools.
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o

The study highlights that the proliferation of deepfake content
undermines public trust in the media and reinforces the evolving role
of journalists as digital gatekeepers in an increasingly complex
information environment. It recommends enhancing journalists’
digital verification skills, promoting the adoption of advanced
technological tools, and developing editorial policies grounded in
accuracy and verification standards.

Keywords: Deepfake, Libyan Journalism, Information Verification,
Artificial Intelligence, Digital Media
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