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Abstract: 

    This study aims to analyze the challenges facing the construction of a citizenship state 

in Libya after 2011 by defining the concept of citizenship as a legal and constitutional 

cornerstone and examining the transformations the country has experienced following 

the fall of the previous regime. The importance of this research lies in highlighting the 

structural, security, and cultural obstacles that have hindered the path toward building a 

civil state, thereby enriching academic and political discourse on Libyaôs democratic 

transition and providing insights that policymakers and researchers can use to develop 

practical solutions for establishing the rule of law and citizenship. The study adopted a 

descriptive-analytical approach based on relevant literature and previous studies. The 

findings indicate that the main challenges can be categorized into three interrelated 

levels: first, the institutional level, represented by the persistence of tribal structures and 

the weakness of state institutions; second, the security level, associated with political 

division, the proliferation of weapons, and the control of armed militias; and third, the 

cultural and value-based level, manifested in the fragility of a unified national identity 

and the dominance of regional and tribal loyalties, compounded by the limited role of 

education and media in instilling the values of citizenship. The study concludes that 

overcoming these challenges requires a consensual constitution that guarantees rights, 

strong and neutral institutions, a comprehensive national project for reconciliation and 

transitional justice, and the promotion of national identity and citizenship values as 

fundamental pillars for state-building in Libya. 
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