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Political Transformations and the Rise of Median and Achaemenid Powers
in the Ancient Near East

700-550 BCE
Khaled Adam Ahmida Jaballah Ail Momen Edres Momen
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Department of History, Faculty of Arts,
University of Tobruk, Libya University of Tobruk, Libya

Abstract

This study examines the political and military transformations that took place in the
Ancient Near East between 700 and 550 BCE, a period marked by the decline of Assyrian
influence, the rise of Median power, and the subsequent emergence of Persia as a major political
force. The study analyzes the factors that contributed to the formation and expansion of Median
power and examines its political and military relations with the Assyrian state and Babylon,
culminating in the Median-Babylonian alliance that contributed to the fall of Nineveh in 612
BCE and the subsequent reconfiguration of the regional balance of power. It also examines the
development of the Median state under Cyaxares and Astyages, followed by the rise of Persia
under Cyrus II and the end of Median rule around 550 BCE. Particular attention is given to the
elements of continuity and transformation between the Median political experience and the
emerging Persian state. The study concludes that the transformations witnessed in the Ancient
Near East during this period were not the result of military factors alone, but rather emerged
from the interaction of political rivalry, military alliances, the decline of Assyria, and the
successive rise of Median and Persian power, which ultimately reshaped the political order of
the region.
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