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The Founding of Islamic Garrison Cities (Amsar) —
The Iraqi City of Basra as a Model

Taha Muhammad Hussein Al-Wayeh
Ministry of Education (Supervision of Education — Misratah), Libya
Thh112285@gmail.com

Abstract

This research examines Iraqi Basra as a model of the first Islamic garrison towns (amsar)
ordered by Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab outside Arabia, within the context of Islamic conquests
and their military and administrative needs. The research problem centers on: How did Basra
transform from a temporary military camp into an integrated urban city that soon became one
of the most important economic, cultural, and architectural centers in the Umayyad state,
despite harsh environmental and geographical challenges? The research aims to trace the city's
origin and development by examining its various names, explaining its unique geographical
location, and surveying its architectural features such as the congregational mosque, the
governor's palace, mansions, markets, baths, hospitals, and the canal network dug to supply
fresh water, in addition to analyzing Basra's diverse population of Arab tribes and mawali from
Persians, Indians, and Africans. The research's significance lies in presenting an integrated
study of Basra beyond the military aspect to its civilizational, architectural, social, and
economic dimensions. The research adopted the historical method in collecting material from
primary sources, analyzing and critiquing it. Its most prominent findings: multiple linguistic
interpretations of Basra's naming linked to soil nature; its strategic location at the meeting point
of sea, fertile plain, and desert; its urban fabric's evolution from reeds to mud brick then baked
brick; its success in overcoming the water crisis by digging canals; and its rapid transformation
into a global commercial, scientific, and cultural center, until it was said: "Wherever you go,

you find a Basran merchant."
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