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Abstract:

The research discusses the division of the kingdom of Sheshonq | and the
beginning of political chaos in ancient Egypt during the Third Intermediate
Period (800-730 BCE). The research begins with an introduction explaining
how the rise of Sheshong | to the throne of the pharaohs in the 10th century
BCE was an expression of Libyan control over the Egyptian military and state.
The Libyan elements, particularly from the Meshwesh and Libu tribes, had
enjoyed extensive influence in the military, political, and religious institutions
since the end of the New Kingdom (1580-1085 BCE). The Libyans were settled
in various regions of Egypt, especially in the Delta, where they were granted
agricultural lands as salaries, which increased their social and economic
influence.

Over time, the influence of the Libyans in Egypt grew, particularly during
the 21st Dynasty (1085-950 BCE), when they came to control the military and
held significant political and religious positions. This reached the point where
some pharaohs were of Libyan origin, such as Osorkon the Elder, who was
married to a Libyan woman and gave his children Libyan names.

After the death of Sheshonq I, political chaos began to escalate due to
internal conflicts among the ruling Libyan family. His successors, such as
Osorkon | and Takelot I, attempted to maintain control over religious and
political institutions, but power struggles led to internal divisions. These
divisions worsened with the emergence of a new dynasty in Leontopolis (the
23rd Dynasty) during the reign of Sheshong Ill, resulting in Egypt being
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divided into two concurrent kingdoms: one in the north and the other in the
south.During this period, another kingdom emerged in Sais (the 24th Dynasty.
Keywords: Ancient Egypt, Political Division, Libyans, Internal Conflicts, The
Twenty-Second Dynasty.
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