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Abstract:

The research focuses on observing the political, social, intellectual, and
linguistic transformations experienced by the three major cities of the Tripolitan
region, which remained active and mentioned during the Christian period up
until the early Islamic period. It also examines their sociology and societal
changes in the early Middle Ages. The focus is on the major inhabited cities of
the Tripolitan region during the Christian and Islamic periods. The three
Tripolitan cities that maintained continuity after Islam are Tripolis, which
became known as Atarabulus after Islam; Leptimagnae, which came to be called
Lebdah, and Saprat, later known as Sabra.

During the early Middle Ages, particularly between the 4th and 7th centuries
AD, these cities underwent a series of political, security, religious, and societal
upheavals that impacted their urban and demographic structures. The collapse
of Roman authority and civilization led to population disruption, tribal
movements from the interior towards coastal cities, violence, destruction, and
population displacement. The region also witnessed significant religious
transformations, transitioning from paganism to Christianity and then to Islam
over the observed centuries. These shifts were accompanied by political
changes involving Romans, Mauretanians, Vandals, Byzantines, and Arabs.
Linguistically, the region transitioned from Punic to Latin and from
Berber to Arabic.
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